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     ~ Inside this Issue ~ 

As we move into our second month of online learning we welcome 
May and the warmer weather it brings. We would like to thank parents 
and students for your patience and flexibility as we work through a 
whole new mode of education. I am extremely proud of the work all 
the staff have done to ensure learning can continue for students in 
these unprecedented times.   
 
I would like to remind parents and students of the importance of      
engaging in their online studies as it is important to prepare for the 
next level courses as well as for the all important final grade. The  
Minister of Education stated that students on track to  progress to the 
next level will do so. This means students need a passing grade in 
their current high school courses to have the prerequisite to move to 
the next level. Teachers will continue to assess student work in the 
online environment and will assign a final grade at the end of June. 
There will be individual conversations with students and parents in the 
case that a student is unable to complete a course due to the        
pandemic.    Administration and teachers will continue to communicate 
with students and parents as the situation progresses.  
 
For the Class of 2020, there is a message in the graduation section of 
the newsletter, but I wanted to let you know how important your    
graduation is to us at Hilltop. We wish we could gather on June 26 to 
celebrate your accomplishments, but that will not be possible this 
year. We will keep you updated as alternate plans unfold.  
 
We are in this together and we will get through this pandemic.         
Remember to wash your hands, social distance and try not to touch 
your face. Take care!  
 
Brent Northcott 
Principal 
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Information for Parent/Students  

Home Based Learning 

 

Paper Format: 

For students who require their schoolwork in paper format, we will have a drop off box and a pick up table set up between the two 

sets of doors in the front entrance. 

Students will need to ring the doorbell to enter the building (to the right of the main doors). Please contact your individual class 

teachers directly by email to stay up to date on  assignments and make arrangements as necessary. 

Assignment Drop off and Pick Up Times: 

Wednesday’s Only 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Students will not be permitted to come past the first set of doors. If students or parents have questions, please call the school or 

email the teacher directly. 

Online Format: 

Students using online learning have been contacted by their individual class teachers with instructions on how to join Google    

Classroom. Please note that the timetable will run on only a Day 1 rotation, see bell schedule on front cover.  

ALL STUDENTS: Please continue to check your school emails regularly for communication from your teachers.   

Watch our website hilltophigh.ca, Facebook, Twitter and our Remind group for updates. To join our Remind group please text the 

message @hilltophig (read code carefully– no H at end) to the phone number 587-316-7407  

Happy  

Mothers 

Day!  

May 10 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you parents and students for your patience, and kind words as we               

navigate to online learning together. We have the best staff, students and              

parents at Hilltop High. 

Thank you to our courier services, postal and supply delivery drivers. You are           

a vital part of our functioning during this time.  

Thank you to our Tech Department who has worked tirelessly ensuring every 

student has access to a Chromebook, as well as  working with staff who are 

learning new methods of teaching too.  

Thank you NGPS for keeping us safe, informed and supported.  

Thank you Admin and Secretaries for all you have done to keep operations 

running smoothly.  

No School 

May 15 & May 18 
Enjoy the Victoria Day             

long weekend!  

CALM (Career and 

Life Management)  

CALM is a required course to 

graduate.  If you are still needing 

this course please contact us at 

778-2446 and we will prepare the 

modules for you to pick up.  

Student Course Selections 

 

Students who have not filled out their course selection for the 

2020/2021 school year need to do so as soon as possible.  

To complete your course selections please use the grade 

appointed Google Form links found on our website under the 

tab About Us > School News > Student Course Selection. 

Staff will be calling in the coming days to follow-up and                

complete course selections for those who have not done so.  

Registration Open 
All new registrations will be required to complete a                     

registration package, as well as participate in an intake  

meeting with administration.  

Please contact us to set up an appointment between     

9:00am - 3:00pm, Monday to Friday. 

 

Registration packages and fee details can be found on our 
website under the tab                                                                  

Students and Parents > 2020-2021 Registration
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Health Canada has funded a program 

called  Wellness Together Canada that 

will provide anyone in Canada with free, 

immediate mental health and substance 

use support. Homewood Health, a               

national mental health and addiction 

treatment and services organization 

based in Guelph, ON, is a lead partner in 

the delivery of this service. 

  

If you are struggling at home with             

anxiety, fear, violence or problematic 

substance use, there's help...," said Dr. 

Theresa Tam, Canada's Chief Public 

Health Officer in her remarks on Friday, 

April 24. Over 100,000 Canadians have 

already sought that help by                 

accessing wellnesstogether.ca, a portal 

funded by Health Canada that offers free 

mental health and substance use              

resources including free counselling by 

phone, video and text. We're here for 

you 24/7. Visit today to access a range 

of free services from learning resources 

to self directed e-mental health tools to 

peer support and free live counselling.  

As Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said 

when he announced Wellness Together 

Canada, "If you need the help, what's 

important is that you get the help.” 

  

Anyone in need or anyone who wants to 

talk can access the service 

at www.wellnesstogether.ca or at  

1-866-585-0445. 
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Summer School  2020 
 

 

Location: Hilltop High chool 
 

Dates: July 7th ­ July 30 h 
 

*Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays NL

Hours of Operation: 8:30am ­ 4:00pm  

 

Registration: $100.00 payable online via 

https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com               

prior to July 7
th

, 2020. 

*$100 is the total fee; it is NOT $100 per course  
 

 
 

Please note: All courses, with the exception of DIPLOMA 

courses, are available for students to take.                                               
All courses will be offered remotely unless the province                

reduces health restrictions. 

https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com


 

  V O L U M E  1 1 ,   I S S U E   8  P a g e  9  

 
 

Hilltop Summer School Application Form 
 
 

Student Name      

rade    ir hday     

ddress      

aren uardian       

aren uardian hone #     
 

 

Student’s Home School (Please check one.) 

  Hilltop High School 

  Gateway Academy Whitecourt Campus 

  St. Joseph School 

  Mayerthorpe High School 

  her ( lease speci y )   
 
 

Course(s) Regis ering or    
 

 

I,    , will be taking     throughout Hilltop  

Summer School. I will complete and drop off the modules that are assigned to me. I promise 

to complete the course, including any/all exams, prior to July 30th. My parents/guardians are 

aware that I am taking this course through Hilltop’s Summer School. Application forms can be 

returned via email at hilltop@ngps.ca or by fax 780-778-8818.  
 
 
 
      ________________________________   ________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature 
 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ 

Office Use Only 
 
 

$100 Regis ra ion ee aid  es            No  ____ 

 

 

 

Receipt Number_________________ 
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Class of 2020, we hope that you and your families are in good health and holding up in 
these difficult times. We would like to express how important your graduation is to all of the 
staff at Hilltop. 
 
Dr. Hinshaw, the Chief Medical Officer of Health, has cancelled all public gatherings up to 
the end of June. Therefore, we will be unable to hold the Commencement Ceremony prior to 
the end of the 2019-2020 school year. This is extremely disappointing for students, their 
families and school staff as high school graduation marks a very important milestone in life. 
While we do not have a date for the Commencement Ceremony as outlined in Northern 
Gateway Public Schools’ Admin Procedure 130, we will do so once it is safe to do so. We 
will consult with parents and students on a suitable date once restrictions are removed for 
public gatherings.  
 
In the meantime, we are investigating ways we can honor your achievements in a safe   
manner that complies with the health order currently in place. It is important to have a school
-wide digital acknowledgement of your accomplishments. We will keep you updated as plans 
unfold.  
 
Students, while you may not have the traditional Commencement Ceremony during your 
graduation year, every single one of you will remember your graduation year for the          
remainder of your lives. You are the class who completed high school during a pandemic. 
The skills you are learning as you complete your studies online will aid you as you move   
toward post-secondary school and the workplace where the ability to complete tasks         
individually are a requirement.  

Summer Employment Opportunity 
 

 
 
The Whitecourt & District Public Library is closed to the public due to COVID-19 but we are as busy as ever providing services to the 
community. Our annual Summer Reading Program will continue and we are working hard to redevelop programming suitable to the 
times we live in. Summer Reading Program will be a busy time for us, as it is every year, and thanks to generous funders we are 
hiring some help. 

 This is a grant funded opportunity. The selected applicant will only be hired if the library receives approval from the funding or-

ganization. 
Please submit a resume as soon as possible to jkubelka@whitecourtlibrary.ab.ca If you do not have access to email please call 780-
778-2900 and speak to Joseph to make alternate arrangements. We will accept applications until a suitable candidate is found. 
  
Due to the nature of the grant you MUST: 

 Speak to a hiring officer at the funding organization after passing our interview to become approved by the funder. This will most 

likely be done remotely this year. The library works with its preferred applicant to ensure this is a smooth process. 

 Be a registered Metis or be willing to become registered through the funding organization when you speak with the hiring officer. 

If you need to become a registered Metis it will be free and handled by the funder. 

 Be aged 15-30 years old. 

Plan to return to high school or post secondary in September. 

 

More information on the following pages.  

mailto:jkubelka@whitecourtlibrary.ab.ca
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While I am writing this, I am overwhelmed with emotion and shocked that it has 
already been five weeks since physical classes were cancelled. It has been a 
difficult adjustment for all of us, but I want you to know how proud of you all I 
am. You are showing incredible perseverance, maturity, and strength as your 
entire world has turned upside down.  
 

Of course, I do need to nag you about a few things - I wouldn’t want you to     
forget how great I am at nagging. There are some things I need you to make 
sure you are doing regularly: 
 

1. Your high school course work. Please do not give up on your goal of Graduating in 
2020. It would be a shame for you to have come so far to simply give in to the circumstances. I 
know this is challenging. I know it is not as interesting or motivating to learn at home without your 
friends and teachers. However, YOU CAN DO IT! Don’t let Covid-19 determine your future. 

 
2. Check in with your teachers, regularly. On behalf of all your teachers, thank you for    
doing this and doing your best. Continue working hard. 
 
3. Post Secondary Applicants - Check Your Admission Status - some of you may need to do 
an English Proficiency Test. This is not a big deal. It is an exam that will help prove that you are 
a capable student and have the ability to communicate well in the English language. Some post 
secondary institutions are requiring this in lieu of the Diploma Exam 
 
4. Check the Grad 2020 Google Classroom Often - If you haven’t sent in your Yearbook write 
up and photos to Mrs. Bezushko, please do so as soon as possible. As well, I will be posting 
things in Google Classroom related to post secondary admission, scholarships, and student loan 
information. 
 
5. Establish a Routine - by now, the novelty of remote learning has worn off. Now, more than 
ever, you need to establish a healthy routine. Go to bed at a proper time, have a dedicated 
space to complete your school work, eat healthy and exercise regularly. A positive side effect of 
remote learning for most of you, is that you have an opportunity to adjust to what learning at    
university, college, or trade school will be like. 
 

 

If you are unsure of your graduation status, please contact Mrs. Keay immediately:                          
jennifer.keay@ngps.ca 

I also want you to remember the impact you will have on the future. As I have always said, you were 
all born to create change in this world. Covid-19 has changed how we communicate, how we learn, 
how society functions, and the impact humans have on the world. I implore you to not take this for 
granted. When we get to return to our ‘normal’ lives, create a new normal that is more connected, 
selfless, and protects both humanity and the earth. At this moment, we are challenged to be our 
best selves. In the words of Martin Luther King Jr.: “The ultimate measure of a man is not where 
he stands in moments of comfort and convenience but where he stands in times of challenge 
and controversy.” Choose to stand for the future - it is yours to protect.  
 

I miss seeing your smiling faces and hearing your voices. The impact you have had 
on the lives of the teachers at Hilltop is immeasurable. Be safe, follow the rules and 
suggestions of the Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Hinshaw (isn’t she amazing?) and 
wash your hands.  
~ Mrs. Keay 
 

mailto:jennifer.keay@ngps.ca
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Gateway Academy – Whitecourt Campus News 
(formerly called Storefront) 

Phone: 780 - 778 - 5865 Fax: 780-778-5683 

 

Please note: Staff will be available for over the phone tutorials and to facilitate module pick up and drop off 
at the following times: 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm and 1 pm until 3:00 pm, Monday to Thursday. Students will not be permitted to come in 
the building (past the entryway). 

Home Based Learning: 
For students who require their schoolwork in paper format, we will have a drop off box and a pick up box set 
up between the two sets of doors in the front entrance. 
Please contact: 
Maureen @ maureen.kendall@ngps.ca for English, Social and Option classes. 
Mr. Thomas @ chris.thomas@ngps.ca for Math and Science classes. 
*Parents and students may also contact us on our school cell by phone or text @780-779-1193 to arrange 
for 1-1 online tutorials. Extra help is available to students over the phone or by video conferencing. It is           
important to stay up to date on assignments and make arrangements for tutorials as necessary. Course 
marks will be based upon completion of ALL course modules. 

Chromebook Usage/Borrowing: 
If you are requiring a Chromebook please contact us to make an appointment. Please note that only a 
parent/guardian can sign for Chromebook borrowing and that pick up will occur at Hilltop High School. 

Online Format: 

Students with access to wifi should be using the additional resources on adlc.ca (Alberta Distance                  
Learning). All students have been registered online with adlc.ca so that they have access to assignment  
instructions, exemplars, and  extra resources. The exception to this would be for students completing                
Science 14 and 24. For Science 14 and 24, you may access online resources at LearnAlberta.ca using 
Username: LA40 | Password: 8050. If you are having trouble logging in, please call Maureen during office 
hours and she will help you. 

 

 

Tele-Psychology Sessions: 
Students who were accessing services from 
Shal have the opportunity for                           
Tele-Psychology services (online video           
therapy) through Goto meeting (students 
must have previously signed consent forms). 
Shal is available, by appointment, from 8am-
3pm. Please contact Tammy and she will 
help  coordinate. 

Our wish is for all of our students and their 

families to stay healthy and be successful. 

Please reach out with concerns or questions 

and we will do our best to help. We are 

stronger together. Take care! 
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  P a g e  1 5  V O L U M E  1 1 ,   I S S U E   8  

MYPASS.ALBERTA.CA  

To access your records after writing a  
diploma, you will need to have a                                  

myPass.alberta.ca account established.   
GRADE 12 STUDENTS MUST SIGN UP FOR MyPass    

 
*Alberta Education has decided that Diploma             
results will only be available via your MyPass              

account. *The school cannot create your account 
on your behalf.  

                                                 
How to sign-up:                                    

1. Go to mypass.alberta.ca  
 

2. Create a login using “Sign me up, I’m new!” Do 
not use your @ngps.ca email. A confirmation link 

will be sent to your  personal inbox.  
 

3. Click on the confirmation link in your inbox. 
Confirm your birthdate and Alberta Student             
Number. You can find your ASN at https://

extranetapp.learning.gov.ab.ca/learnerRegistry/
forms/  

 
4. Using a button on the subsequent screen,            

request that a secure verification code be mailed 
to your home via post. It should arrive within two 

weeks. 
 

5. Upon receipt in the mail, login and enter the 
code. It will expire. Act promptly.    

 
6. You will now have access to all of your                  

academic records.  

Are you undecided about a 

career? One of the best web 

sites for Career Planning,            

Education and Employment is www.alis.gov.ab.ca. It also           

includes information on  financial assistance. 

Applying for Post-Secondary 

Most schools accept applications from October 

1st onward. Do not delay. Receiving an offer of ac-

ceptance can take a long time. Remember, once you 

have applied, you must   periodically update the post-

secondary institution via your online account.   

   Mrs. Trebilcock   Mrs. Smith-Tomke    Mrs. Van De Kerckhove 

Student Services Newsletter 
Our Student Services Team works diligently to support our student’s social, emotional, career and academic needs. Opportunities for students are 

communicated through weekly announcements, newsletters and through Hilltop’s Social Media. Students are invited to drop into our Student Services 

area for support or to see Ms. Trebilcock or Mrs. Smith - Tomke for an appointment. 

Alberta Transcripts 

Former Hilltop students looking for transcripts will need 

to sign up for MyPass. (See instructions below)                   

Students needing their Alberta Student Numbers 

should contact Alberta Education directly at 310-0000 

or online at  learnerregistry.ae.alberta.ca.  

PLAN YOUR EDUCATION AND CAREER 

myBlueprint is a web based service for high 

school students to monitor their credits and  

graduation, and to research career pathways and post-secondary                     

opportunities. myBlueprint is synced to the students' PowerSchool, and it 

updates in real time. Each student  already has an account paid for.                                                                                 

For more information: hilltophigh.ca / parents and students tab.  

OFF CAMPUS EDUCATION UPDATE 

All Off-Campus Education, including RAP, Work 

Experience, Dual Credit etc has been temporarily 

suspended while in person classes are cancelled.  

Please watch our website and social media                

platforms for updates.  

http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca
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WE MISS YOU 

AT HILLTOP 

HIGH!  

STAY SAFE 

AND STAY 

HEALTHY! 
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57 days until 

school is out 

for summer 
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The Face of Art 
Sadly, the Fine Arts Night was cancelled for this year and we weren't able to 

showcase the outstanding artistic talents of Miss. Zack’s Art students. Here is just 

a sample of what they can do. More to come in June!  

Ally- Ann                               

Romanchuk 

Ally- Ann                               

Romanchuk 

Erin Gallant 

Falyn Iggulden 

Hannah Lyver 

Hannah Lyver 

Hannah Lyver 

Hannah Lyver 

Jorie Johnson 

Kadence Kostyk 

Kadence Kostyk 

Kadence 

Kostyk 

Kadence Kostyk Rory Buxton 

Samia               

Davidson 

Taylor Leidl 

Jorie Johnson 

Hannah Lyver 

Kadence Kostyk 
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