
 

  

         “A great place to LEARN...and more!” 
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     ~ Inside this Issue ~ 

Semester 1 has flown by and we are now at the beginning of Semester 

2.  It is hard to believe that we are already half way through the                 

2019-2020 school year.  With hard work and perseverance, students 

successfully completed Semester 1.  The growth we see in our students 

inspires us to continue the task of helping them reach their full           

potential.  

Report cards have been mailed and students are settling into their new 

classes for the new semester.  It is important to go through your report 

cards with your child and discuss any steps for improvement.  For senior 

high students, it is important to review your child’s progress towards 

high school completion.  Did they earn all of their potential credits for 

the semester?  Are they taking the right academic path based on              

Semester 1 grades?  It is important to communicate any questions or 

concerns with your child’s teachers after viewing the report card.  

Parents of students in grade ten would have received their                            

Accountability Pillar survey from Alberta Education.  Please take a few 

minutes to complete this survey as it provides us with very useful                

information that we use in planning for the future.  If you have already 

completed the survey, thank you.  For those parents who have not yet 

completed the survey, you have until the end of February to do so. 

Grade ten students will complete the survey on February 20. 

There are a number of days in February when students have no 

school.  Teachers will be attending the North Central Teachers                

Convention on February 6 - 7 which means students have an extra-long 

weekend.  There is also no school on February 17 which is Family Day.  

We would like to welcome Ms. Fatima Shareef and Ms. Ashlee Roszko to 

the staff. Ms. Shareef will be covering Mrs. Sullivan’s maternity leave 

teaching science and math,  while Ms. Roszko is a new Educational            

Assistant. We would also like to welcome back Mrs. Vanessa Long, who 

returns from maternity leave to the science department. We would like 

to wish farewell to Miss. Lydia Pau and wish her all the best in her future 

endeavors.  

Your partner in education, 

Brent Northcott 
Principal 

Student Art 

Hilltop Jr./Sr. High School 

Contact Information 

Telephone: 780.778.2446     

Fax: 780.778.8818 

Website: hilltophigh.ca  

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

hilltophighschool 

Twitter: @ngpshth 

Important Dates 

 
Feb 3:  

Semester 2 Starts 

 

Feb 5:  

Grad Picture Retakes 

 

Feb 6 & 7:  

Teachers’ Convention - No Classes 

 

Feb 17:  

Family Day - No School 

 

Feb 26:  

Pink Shirt Day 

Warning Bell 8:55 AM 

Block 1 9:00 AM - 10:22 AM 

Break 10:22 AM - 10:26 AM 

Block 2 10:26 AM - 11:48 AM 

Lunch Break 11:48 AM - 12:22 PM 

Warning Bell 12:22 PM 

Block 3 12:27 PM - 1:49 PM  

Break  1:49 - 1:53 PM 

Block 4 1:53 PM - 3:15 PM 

Bell Schedule 

Important Days 2 

What’s Happened at HTH 3 - 5 

Registered Apprenticeship 6 

RAP Opportunities 7 

Class One/Airbrakes  8 - 9 

FOH News 10 

Bistro, Gateway 11 

Grad News 12 - 13 

Athletics 14 

Student Services 15 

Tips 16 

Empathy Article  17 

Social Media Tips for Parents 18 - 25 

Accountability Pillar 26 

Calendar 27 

Gallery 28 

February 2020 Newsletter 

 Message from the Administration 

Principal: Mr. Brent Northcott       Email: brent.northcott@ngps.ca 
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February 3 

First Day of Semester 2 

 

February 5 

Grad Photo Retakes 

 

February 6 & 7 

Teachers’ Convention 

No School 

February 14 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

February 17 

Family Day 

No School 

February 26 
Pink Shirt Day 

Highlights from the Holidays at Hilltop 

Getting our groove on at holiday dance! 
Volunteering at the Christmas 

Hamper. 

Gateway Academy           

celebrates together with a 

luncheon. 
Santa came to visit! 

Pancake Breakfast!  

Holiday prize winners! 

Grade 9’s bring 

the most food for 

the food drive 

Charger elves 

Volunteering for the Candycane 

Checkstop 

Grant McEwan Information 
Presentation at                            

10:30 on Monday, Feb. 10th. 

Grade 9 Sexual Health 
Presentation Tuesday, Feb. 
25th at 9 a.m. delivered by 

Whitecourt Community               
Health Services. 
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Hilltop Drama Production 

 

Another spectacular Hilltop Drama performance, written and produced by B&G Productions!               
Congratulations to the entire cast of “Watch Your Back” on a phenomenal job, well done! 

Review:  

“Watch Your Back” is your classic love story with a twist. Avery Sullivan and Carter Murphy are in 
love and want to get married. They are nervous about introducing each other to their families. When 

they do, you realize the grandparents know each other and have a longstanding feud because            
Theresa stole Vicki's first love. These grandparents do not meet again until it is time for the                 
wedding. Filled with great comedy and many dramatic moments, this play showed off the                         

outstanding talents of our students. 

 
 

 
 

Entertaining with Food 

Grade 12 Foods students Chelsey Fortin, 

Trystan Gunsch and Luc Aubin treated 

staff to a delicious three course meal as 

part of their Entertaining with Food 

unit...and they did not disappoint! Chef 

Mercer has taught them well!   

Mrs. Woodford’s Math class visited the Senior Center for a friendly game of 

cribbage and some engaging conversation.  

Students showcase 

their projects            

Construction class 

with Ms. Mehl 



 

  

Student Recognition 

Name: Ayden Mytrunec 

Grade 12 

Ayden recently took part in a unique football training  

opportunity where he had the chance to meet and be 

coached by several CFL athletes. He participated in            

advanced skill testing with the potential to be recruited 

by University's and jr. teams. He successfully completed 

the combine test where he received first place for the 

broad jump, beating out 135 people with a jump of               

8’ 11.5”. Wow, way to go Ayden!  
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Things got messy in Art class as           

students learned paper mache. 

Cosmetology students learn braiding 

techniques. Check out the incredible work 

of Breeze Silvaggio. 

Ms. Zack's Grade 9 mixed media class learns the art of henna 

with some help from local artists, business owner Justine 

Vandenhouten and Hilltop 2019 Grad Indigo Bryant.  



 

  

School Reach 

School Reach is a club              

devoted to quiz game shows. Students 

gather in room 304 at lunch on Fridays 

to test their knowledge about pop               

culture,  music, sports, entertainment, 

history, literature, movies and much 

more. Come bring your lunch and some 

friends to try out our amazing game 

show buzzer system while answering 

some questions! Everyone is welcome 

and we have a great time during                 

lunch hour.   

Medieval Club 

Have you ever wondered how knights fought back in medieval times?  

Or what arts and crafts people used to make?  

Perhaps you are into sports and martial arts or maybe you are just curious about what 

kind of skills were needed to be a medieval artisan. 

 Hilltop’s Medieval Club meets at lunch on Thursdays to learn all there is about 

the medieval times as well as how to do medieval style combat. Students can learn all 

about the medieval ways of fighting as well as about honour and chivalry.  Students can 

learn about  making medieval crafts like chainmaille and wire weaving, but  also  about 

making armour as well as how to engage a foe with cunning skill and accuracy.  If you 

would like to find out what we do in Medieval Club, please come and speak to Miss Mehl 

in Room 304!  

Pig Dissection in Bio 20 

Physics 30 students spent their day at the University of Alberta learning and exploring.  
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Physics 

Students in Ms. Fancey’s class were “making waves”.  



 

  

Hilltop High School Off-Campus Education 
 

Registered Apprenticeship Program, Dual Credit and Work Experience 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

If you are a         
student                

interested in          
Off-Campus              

Education or are 
a business          

interested in  
taking on a RAP 
student, please 

contact Mrs. Van 
De Kerckhove at 

780-778-2446 
 
 
 

FOR NEW RAP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
WATCH HERE, 

ONLINE, OR THE 
OFF CAMPUS 

BULLETIN 
BOARD 
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Work Experience  

Moose Country Gas Attendant                              

Ashton Zimmer-Erhardt hard at work!  

Registered Apprenticeship Program 

Jaron Osborne hard at work at Alberta                  

Newsprint Company 
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Work Experience is a great opportunity 

to earn high school credits while you 

work!  If you need forms or time sheets, 

please see Mrs. Trebilcock in Student         

Services. Or, if you have already picked up 

forms, please return them as soon as             

possible so Mrs. Trebilcock can start the 

process of job site visits.  

Student led Teen Book 
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Friends of Hilltop Parent Council                                  
2019-2020 Friends of Hilltop Council Members 
Chairpersons: Tammy Dickson and Avy Fast                                          

Secretary: Joanne Merrifield 
Treasurer: Roxanne Amiot 

We are now offering PIZZA LUNCH to support our free 

Breakfast Program. Next pizza lunch is FEBRUARY 5. 

Hilltop High School is not part of Breakfast Clubs of 

Canada and is run by 100% parent, community, and 

student volunteers. Mrs. Bell has been graciously             

helping us while she is trying to run the Bistro, but               

definitely needs extra hands.  

 

Whitecourt Bottle Depot will accept any recycling 

you have and wish to donate – just say they are for 

Hilltop High School. 

 
Earn 5% profit on your regular grocery shopping at IGA!! 

 

EARN MONEY to pay for your student’s school fees, 

grad garb, school sports and even school trips. Take 

advantage of the IGA gift cards sold by Friends of 

Hilltop Parent Council. When you purchase grocery 

vouchers from the Remax Office or at the school             

office--5% of your purchase is placed in an account just 

for you. It just stays there 

until you need to access 

these funds to pay for any 

variety of school related              

expenses.  

IGA voucher cards are the 
ONLY fundraiser for 

Friends of Hilltop, other than 
bottle recycling to fund our 
Breakfast Program. Stop by 

or call the office for more  
details. 

 
 

. 
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NEXT MEETING:  

February 19 at 7:00 pm 

Thank you to the  Friends of Hilltop 

for treating the staff to a Christmas 

lunch! We are so grateful for you all!  
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Gateway Academy – Whitecourt Campus News 
(formerly called Storefront) 

Phone: 780 - 778 - 5865 Fax: 780-778-5683 

 
Special Days: 
No School Thursday February 6th (Teacher’s Convention)  
Tuesday February 11th Breakfast for lunch @ Noon Please join us for pancakes, sausages and delicious egg muffins! 
Thursday February 13th will be Pajama and Hot Chocolate day at Gateway! Come and be cozy with us! 
No School Monday February 17th (Family Day) 
February 18th RAP Presentation at 11am  
 
Celebrations!!!  Last month, 17 students earned their First Aid certification and 13 earned their Safe Food Handling 
certificates from Alberta Health Services. Creating opportunities for students to increase their employability is just one 
of the exciting things Gateway has to offer. 
Several of our grade 12s and upgrading students wrote diplomas this January and are prepping for their upcoming 
graduation! Keep going! We are so proud of you! 
 
RAP Presentation: On February 18th at 11am Corry Pepper and a representative from Pembina Pipeline will be in to 
share information about upcoming Registered Apprenticeship opportunities and how to apply! See you there! 
 

With the start of a new semester, students should be reflecting on their progress and ensuring that two of their core 

subjects have been completed. Please see Mrs. Kendall to go over your progress or if you need help building an            

updated timeline.  

Hilltop Bistro  
       Open Daily 

Hilltop Bistro cards are available to purchase from Mrs. Runge in Room 503.  Accepted  payments of Interac, Visa,                    

Mastercard or cash. Bistro cards are punch cards that can be used in place of cash at the cafeteria. These cards are               

available in $10.00 and $20.00 values.  Bistro cards make a great gift idea. 

 

Daily Lunch Special  

Full Order $5.00 

Half order $3.00  

 

Small Chocolate Milk $1.00 

Milk 2 Go (Chocolate, Banana, 

Strawberry) $2.50 

Keurig Cup $1.00 

Cookie $0.50 

Loaf $1.50 

Muffin $1.00 

Square or Pastry $2.00 

Veggie Cup $1.00 

Sandwiches $3.50 

Yogurt Parfait $1.50 

Cheese, Meat & Crackers 

$3.50 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

3 

Meatball Lasagna w/ 

Garlic Bread 

 

4 

Perogies & Garlic 

Sausage  

 

5 

Pizza Day 

6 

Teachers’  

Convention 

No School 

7 

Teachers’  

Convention 

No School 

10 

Sweet & Sour                

Meatballs w/ Mashed 

Potatoes and Peas                        

11 

Aloha Chicken w/ Rice 

 

12      

Bacon Cheeseburger 

with Potato Chips 

13 

Taco in a Bag 

14 

Pulled Pork Buns with 

Coleslaw 

17 

Family Day 

No School 

 

18 

Smokies w/ Mac & 

Cheese and Coleslaw 

19 

Chicken Fettucine 

Alfredo 

 20 

Butter Chicken & Rice 

 21 

Pizza Day 

24 

Loaded Tater Tots 

                  

 25 

Lasagna w/ Side Salad                           

26 

Parmesan Chicken w/ 

Rotini Pasta & Side 

Salad 

27 

Sloppy Joes and  

Potato Chips                    

28 

Grandmas Chicken 

Casserole w/ Rice 

                            

February Bistro Menu 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Monday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Tuesday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Wednesday: 12:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Thursday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday: No School  Welcome to February at Gateway! 



 

  

 
    
          

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Important Days to Remember  
 

Hilltop High School’s 53rd Graduation Ceremony 
 

Grad 2020 
Friday, June 26 at 2:00 pm 

All Grads must arrive at gym by 12:00 
 

Grad Photo Re-takes 
February 5 

 
Grad Application Forms 

Part A Due March 31, 2020 
Part B Due June 17, 2020 

Forms can be found on our website hilltophigh.ca/
graduation information 

 

Grad 2020 Remind  
 

Parents and              
students please sign 

up to receive                
important reminders 
regarding Grad 2019 

via text message.  
 

Text the message 
@hthgrad20 to the 

number                            
(587) 316-7407 
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Grad  
Council 

2020 

 

 

Emma Schlosser - President 
Kyra Paul - Vice President 
Kenzie Beck - Secretary 

Randi Lemoal - Treasurer 
Kat Taylor - Public Relations 

Hannah Lyver 
Luc Aubin 

Shanitha Murry 
Rianna Hodgson 

Grad Advisers: Mrs. Christianson, Mrs. Blain and                                         
Mrs. Van De Kerckhove  

Your winning grad logo, quote and song!  

Logo Artist: Falyn Iggulden.  

Quote: “Sometimes you will never know the value of a                

moment, until it becomes a memory.” - Dr. Seuss  

Song: “I Lived” by One Republic 

Senior Supper 

Coming Soon - Stay 

Winter Formal 

March 27 

Stay tuned for ticket sales 

 

Grad Photo               

Retakes 

February 5 

Buy a Crush For Your Crush! 
Grad Valentine’s Day Fundraiser (ALL GRADES) 

Buy a Crush for your crush and the Grad 

Council will deliver it to them on Valentine’s 

Day. On sale Feb 4 & 5 at lunch. $3.00 to stay             

anonymous or $2.00 to share a special message to 

your crush. $1.00 to reveal your secret admirer.  

Pizza Day Fundraisers 

Support the Class of 2020!  

February 21, 2020 

March 27, 2020 

$2.50 a slice 
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Grad News from Mrs. Keay 

 

Class of 2020!! At this point, you should have all met with me at 
least once. We will begin our second one on one meetings in  
February after Diploma Exam marks have been released. If you 
would like to meet during Exam Week, please come and see 

me in Room 302 ASAP to schedule an appointment. As I have to supervise           
exams and complete report cards, I may not be able to meet with you without an           
appointment.  
 
Grad Lists are now being posted monthly. How do you make the list? Right now, it is 
simple: earn 50%+ in all your registered classes. The idea is that if Graduation was 
next week, and every class you are registered in is required, would you be able to 
participate? If you have any questions, please stop by room 302 and see me.  
 
Some Diploma Exams can be rewritten or written in April. However, April exams fall 
on the NGPS Spring Break. Register for the rewrite or to take one (i.e. Science 30) 
on MYPASS. Then, you will need to speak with Mr. Northcott. 
After speaking to Mr. Northcott, you will need to contact one of the principals at the 
following schools to make arrangements to go to their school to write the exam: 
 
Parkland Composite High School - Edson 
Principal: Mr. Ryan Hall 
780-723-6035 
 
Holy Redeemer High School - Edson 
Principal: Ms. Betty Churchill 
780-723-7437 
 
Barrhead Composite High School - Barrhead 
Principal: Darcie Eamor 
(780) 674-8522 
 
Finally, if you have been accepted to a post secondary institution, I want to know and 
celebrate this milestone! Pop by room 302 so we can chat about it.  
 
Mrs. Keay 

 
 
 

“Education is the key to unlocking the world. A passport to freedom” 
. ~ Oprah Winfrey 



 

  

Athletics 
Be a Charger...Take Charge! 

THANK YOU SPONSORS 

Thank you to the following  businesses for your continued support of Hilltop Athletics and for                  

sponsoring team hoodies.  

3 Bubbles Truck and Car Wash in Fox Creek for sponsoring the Jr Girls  

G. MacRitchie Forestry Services for sponsoring the JV Girls  

Weatherford for sponsoring the Jr Boys  

 KW Mechanical for sponsoring the Sr. Boys  

T.A. Enterprises for sponsoring the Sr. Girls  
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      Basketball Tournaments 
  
 

January 31 & February 1  
JV Girls Hinton 

 
January 31 & February 1  

Sr Girls and Boys Richard Danks Memorial Home 
Tournament 

 
February 14 & 15 

Sr Girls and Boys Mayerthorpe 
 

February 21 & 22 
Jr Boys & Girls Mayerthorpe 

 
February 21 & 22 

Sr Boys Beaverlodge 
 

February 26 (daytime)  
Jr. Basketball GCAA  

Boys - St. Joseph School 
Girls - Hilltop 

 
February 28 & 29 
Sr. Girls Westlock 

 
March 6 & 7  

Jr. Basketball Zones 
Boys - Onoway 
Girls - Morinville 

 
March 13 & 14 

Sr Basketball Zones 
Girls - Westlock 

Boys - Athabasca 
 

Jr Boys modelling their team hoodies thanks to 

the sponsorship of Weatherford!  



 

  P a g e  1 5  V O L U M E  1 1 ,   I S S U E   5  

MYPASS.ALBERTA.CA  

To access your records after writing a  
diploma, you will need to have a                                  

myPass.alberta.ca account established.   
GRADE 12 STUDENTS MUST SIGN UP FOR MyPass    

 
*Alberta Education has decided that Diploma             
results will only be available via your MyPass              

account. *The school cannot create your account 
on your behalf.  

                                                 
How to sign-up:                                    

1. Go to mypass.alberta.ca  
 

2. Create a login using “Sign me up, I’m new!” Do 
not use your @ngps.ca email. A confirmation link 

will be sent to your  personal inbox.  
 

3. Click on the confirmation link in your inbox. 
Confirm your birthdate and Alberta Student             
Number. You can find your ASN at https://

extranetapp.learning.gov.ab.ca/learnerRegistry/
forms/  

 
4. Using a button on the subsequent screen,            

request that a secure verification code be mailed 
to your home via post. It should arrive within two 

weeks. 
 

5. Upon receipt in the mail, login and enter the 
code. It will expire. Act promptly.    

 
6. You will now have access to all of your                  

academic records.  

Are you undecided about a 

career? One of the best web 

sites for Career Planning,            

Education and Employment is www.alis.gov.ab.ca. It also           

includes information on  financial assistance. 

RAP - Registered Apprenticeship Program  

If you are interested in a RAP position and would like to find out more             
information, please see Mrs. Van De Kerckhove in the front office.  

Applying for Post-Secondary 

Most schools accept applications from October 

1st onward. Do not delay. Receiving an offer of ac-

ceptance can take a long time. Remember, once you 

have applied, you must   periodically update the post-

secondary institution via your online account.   

   Mrs. Trebilcock   Mrs. Smith-Tomke    Mrs. Van De Kerckhove 

Student Services Newsletter 
Our Student Services Team works diligently to support our student’s social, emotional, career and academic needs. Opportunities for students are 

communicated through weekly announcements, newsletters and through Hilltop’s Social Media. Students are invited to drop into our Student Services 

area for support or to see Ms. Trebilcock or Mrs. Smith - Tomke for an appointment. 

Former Hilltop students looking for transcripts will need to sign up 

for MyPass. (See instructions below) Students needing their Alberta 

Student Numbers should contact Alberta Education directly at            

310-0000 or online at  learnerregistry.ae.alberta.ca.  

Work Experience  

Are you a student who is currently employed? 

Have you signed up for work experience? You can 

earn up to 15 credits towards your high school            

diploma. Completion of HCS 3000 course modules 

is mandatory.  

PLAN YOUR EDUCATION AND CAREER 

myBlueprint is a web based service for high 

school students to monitor their credits and  

graduation, and to research career pathways and post-secondary                     

opportunities. myBlueprint is synced to the students' PowerSchool, and it 

updates in real time. Each student  already has an account paid for.                                                                                 

For more information: hilltophigh.ca / parents and students tab.  

http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca


 

  

Attention Parents/Guardians 

* All students courses, assignments, grades and attendance 

are available live on Power School and can be viewed at 

any time. If you have not signed up for Power School, or are 

having difficulty signing in, please contact the front office 

and we will help get you started at 780-778-2446. If you 

have no access to internet you are  welcome to stop in to 

the Learning Commons and access Power School through 

our internet. Power School is also available as an app for 

smart phones. 

* If a student is going to be late or absent for any             

reason, a parent or guardian must notify the school at 

780.778.2446. Please use our answering machine if you 

need to call before or after school hours 

* Please remember that ALL students must be signed out 

by a parent/guardian when leaving the building for any            

reason, including in the event of an emergency or                     

evacuation.  Students can be signed out by a parent/

guardian either in  person or by calling the school at                

780-778-2446.           

* If there is no call or notification of a students absence from 

a parent or guardian then it will be considered unexcused 

and an automated call will go home that night. Please be 

advised if our system has rejected your phone number due 

to a cancelled landline, we will use the next  available 

phone number (ex: cell phone number)  

 

* Please contact the school to verify your contact      

information or if you need to make any changes. 

We appreciate your cooperation 

Hilltop High School would like to request that all                   

students leave any valuables at home.   

We encourage all students to keep their                      

combinations for their hall & gym lockers  confidential.   

Like us on             

Facebook 

Follow us on             

Twitter 

PowerSchool for 

Student Grades 

and Attendance 

Join Hilltop              

Remind 
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School Fees 

CTS Fees, school fees, and grad fees are  available to pay on 

schoolcashonline.ca. Please check your account regularly to make 

sure you don’t have any outstanding fees on your account.  
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EMPATHY IN GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY  

A simple glance at the news headlines shows a world that is scary, angry and negative. Scrolling through social media, there are similar messages. 

Reading all of this leaves me feeling bitter and pessimistic. I wonder how my kids feel, with fewer life experiences, they have a more innocent            

perspectives and are naive global topics. In times like this, I want to build a wall around my home to keep the pain away, keep my children safely 

tucked under my wing like a mother hen protecting her chicks. While we can’t stop the presence of anger, hatred and judgment on the news, in             

music, on television, social media, even in our communities, we can make a conscious decision to limit the time and energy we give to it. In turn, we 

can decide to spread kindness and lift each other up instead.  

 

Pink Shirt Day is a movement celebrated across the globe to spread kindness and symbolize intolerance to bullying. At Northern Gateway 

Public Schools, we work to create an environment of tolerance, kindness and acceptance all year, and we set aside February 26, 2020 to wear PINK.  

 

Kind (adjective) 1. A good or benevolent nature or disposition; 2. Indulgent, considerate or helpful; humane. 

Empathy (noun) 1. The psychological identification with or vicarious experiencing of the feelings, thoughts, or attitudes of another.  

 

Like many attributes, kindness and empathy are traits first learned at home. How to ensure you are teaching kindness? If a child is treated as though 

they are kind and empathetic, they will live up to those expectations...and the opposite is also true.  

Let your children catch you being considerate to those around you, such as the elderly neighbor, the server at the restaurant, the secretary at 

school, the custodian at the mall. 

Be respectful to your child, look at them when they are speaking to you. Listen to what they are saying and answer graciously. 

Point out attributes in others that represent kindness and empathy such as a welcoming smile, a contagious laugh and a thoughtful act.  

Demonstrate to your child how to give back to others through actions like donating outgrown toys or clothes, visiting someone in the hospital or 

nursing home, or bringing a meal to a family going through a difficult time.  

 

“It is not our job to toughen our children up to face a cruel and heartless world. It is our job to raise children who will make the world a 

little less cruel and heartless.”  

~ L.R. Knost  

 

We are not helpless amidst the negative news around us. We can make a difference in our homes, schools and communities. How? By being the 

change: focus on the good, look for the helpers, be the heroes, recognize the beauty and gentleness, model humanity. 

 

Each time you open your arms, pick your battles, breathe through the meltdowns, spot the silver lining, carry the weight though it feels too heavy to 

be carried: You are being the change - You are making a difference. 

 

Leave your child with a kind word before they go to school and ask them to look for the beauty today. After school, ask them what they saw that was 

beautiful, what made them laugh, and how they made someone smile. Start and end each day with words of gratitude.  

 

Not every day is a good day, but there is always something good in every day. Seek it out like a treasure in the sand.  

 

I recently read this phrase that resonated with me (author unknown): 

 

As the world fights to figure everything out, I’ll be holding doors for strangers, letting people cut in front of me in traffic, saying good 

morning, keeping babies entertained in grocery store lines, stopping to talk to someone who is lonely,  

being patient with sales clerks, smiling at a passerby. 

WHY? 

Because I will not stand idly by and live in a world where love is invisible.  

Join me in showing kindness, understanding, and judging less. 

And Remember to Wear Pink on February 26!  

This article was submitted by Tammy Charko BA, BSW, RSW. Tammy is Northern Gateway Public School’s Student Support Facilitator. She                
advocates for students and parents, providing a link to other supports within the community. Tammy has been a social worker for over 20 years and 
is a mother of 4 teenagers.  
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Your Voice Matters.  

Alberta Education needs your opinion to help ensure every child is prepared for success.  

The Accountability Pillar Survey gives your school, your school authority and your provincial government important                

information about the quality of education your child is receiving. Results are used to find out what’s working and identify 

areas for improvement.  

Accountability is a key element in the success of the education system. I believe that assessing the progress of schools 

helps us ensure the best possible outcomes for every child.  

Completing the survey enables you to help shape the future of education throughout the province. We are committed to 

working with you and many other stakeholders to educate the next generation of Albertans.  

Thank you for helping us strengthen the education system.  

 

Adriana LaGrange  

Minister of Education  

 

If you have any questions, please contact: System Assurance Branch, Alberta Education Email: EDC.SystemAssurance@gov.ab.ca                           

Phone: (780) 643-9193 (toll-free access within Alberta by dialing 310-0000 first)  

Please complete the survey online or return your completed survey in the enclosed, pre-paid envelope by February 28, 2020.  

A true picture of our success.  
Measuring the quality of your child’s education  

 
We want to know that our children and students in Alberta are receiving a quality education in a great school. Grades are 

important, but there’s more to it. A great school and its staff help every child to make the most of their talents and               

abilities. Great schools are caring and secure and encourage parents to play a key role. Their vision is focused on each  

student’s success. While it’s easy to agree on such goals, how do we measure our progress toward them?  

The Accountability Pillar is an innovative and straightforward way to measure our learning goals as schools, school                 

authorities and as a provincial government. Results are provided in a colour-coded and easy-to-read report so everyone in 

the community can review it. At a glance, it points out successes and areas of concern from both a local and provincial           

perspective. The results report shows which measures have improved, which have remained constant and which have          

declined. It allows everyone—parents, teachers, school authorities, students and the province— to celebrate successes and 

respond to challenges together.  

Details about the Accountability Pillar and how to obtain results are available online at alberta.ca/accountability-education-system.aspx  

If you have a concern about your school that is not addressed in this survey, please consider contacting your school or school district directly for fur-

ther discussion.  

The Accountability Pillar looks at:  

 Survey results. Every year between January and March, we survey students, their parents and teachers to see how 

they perceive the quality of education they receive and take part in.  

 Student learning indicators such as dropout rates, high school completion rates and the number of students eligible to 

receive Rutherford Scholarships.  

 Student results from Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma Exams.  
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Staff News 

Please join us in welcoming two new staff members to 

the Hilltop family, Ms. Fatima Shareef will be teaching 

in the Science department and Ms. Ashlee Roszko has 

joined us as an Educational Assistant.  

Congratulations to Miss. Friedrich who got married 

over the holidays and is now Mrs. Baer!  

A big welcome back to Mrs. Long who returns to the 

Science department after her maternity leave.  

We would like to wish farewell to Ms. Lydia Pau who is 

returning home to her family and Mrs. Sullivan who 

starts her maternity with her newest bundle of joy.  

 

Keegen Johns is really enjoying the 

pancakes at the Pancake Breakfast. 

These lovely's did some door 

decorating. 

We love Santa! 

Jr Girls Basketball 

Mrs. Cartwright gets her hair done by one of her 

own students. 

Jr Boys Basketball 

GO CHARGERS!  

Lucas Gosselin built a beautiful shelf! 
Gold for the Sr. Boys Basketball team 

Thank you for returning 

textbooks 
Chelsey cooking up a 

storm! 

Let’s Dance! 


